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01 Overview & Quick Facts

The Suzuki Ignis is classified and sold as a passenger car

in South Africa, but its design intention is explicitly

crossover: a tall, narrow body built on a compact 3,700mm

footprint with 180mm of ground clearance, wide plastic

wheel arch cladding, and a posture that sits meaningfully

higher than any conventional hatchback at this price. The

Ignis occupies the segment between a city hatchback and

an entry SUV — a category that does not officially exist but

that buyers increasingly seek when they want more road

presence and practicality than a Polo Vivo or Swift can

offer, without the fuel cost and purchase price of a Fronx

or Venue. Suzuki's positioning of the Ignis at R237,900 to

R293,900 makes it the most affordable

body-on-high-ground crossover in South Africa by a

considerable margin, undercutting the Toyota Starlet

Cross (R380,000+) and the Hyundai Grand i10 (no longer

sold as crossover in SA) by tens of thousands of rand. The

engine is the 1.2-litre K12M four-cylinder producing 61kW

at 6,000rpm and 113Nm at 4,200rpm. This is an older

engine code than the Z12E…

Body Style 5-door Hatchback Crossover

Launched 2017

Generation Second-generation Ignis on
Suzuki's lightweight platform
— 850kg kerb weight makes
it one of the lightest
five-seater crossovers
available in any market.
K12M engine retained for
proven reliability track record.

Fuel Types Petrol

Colours Silky Silver Metallic, Granite
Grey Metallic, Pearl Snow
White, Burning Red Pearl,
Sphere Blue Metallic, Speedy
Blue

OEM Website https://www.suzukiauto.co.za
/cars/ignis

02 Variant Pricing & On-Road Costs

Ex-Showroom Starting Price ZAR 237,900 – 293,900 4 Listed Variants

Variant Fuel Transmission Trim Ex-Showroom

1.2 GL MT Petrol Manual Base ZAR 237,900

1.2 GL AMT Petrol Automatic Mid ZAR 258,900

1.2 GLX MT Petrol Manual Top ZAR 269,900

1.2 GLX AMT Petrol Automatic Flagship ZAR 293,900

Estimated On-Road Price — 1.2 GL MT (Base Variant)

Johannesburg ZAR 251,754

Cape Town ZAR 253,768

Durban ZAR 250,179

Pretoria ZAR 250,966

* On-road prices are estimates including registration, road tax and insurance.
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03 Pros, Cons & Buyer Summary

● STRENGTHS

✓ Reliability is demonstrated through proven engineering

and market operation.

✓ Service costs remain reasonable through dealer and

independent networks.

✓ Fuel economy sits within realistic ranges for segment

class.

✓ Interior space accommodates family use across most

configurations.

✓ Resale values develop as market recognizes vehicle

positioning.

✓ Safety features include modern systems addressing

real-world hazard scenarios.

● CONSIDERATIONS

✗ Depreciation follows segment patterns, with steeper

loss during initial ownership years.

✗ Interior materials prioritize function over premium

perception.

✗ Styling appears understated compared to visually

aggressive competitors.

✗ Technology features may lag premium competitors in

sophistication.

✗ Off-road capability remains basic for adventure-focused

buyers.

✗ Wind noise at speed is more pronounced than in

lower-roofline hatchbacks due to the tall,…

Buyer Summary

|
"South Africa's best-value crossover-hatchback — the only car under R295,000 with
genuine 180mm clearance, AMT convenience, and AEB safety technology."

The Ignis GLX AMT at R293,900 is the value argument that its segment does not otherwise produce. No other

vehicle under R300,000 in South Africa combines 180mm ground clearance, AEB, lane departure warning,

wireless CarPlay, LED headlights, and a reliable Japanese powertrain with a 5-year warranty. The Toyota

Starlet Cross — its nearest competitor in intent — costs R80,000 more for comparable ground clearance and a

smaller boot. The Ignis's 260-litre boot and tight rear seat mean it works best as a two-adult vehicle or for a

single parent with young children. For that use case, it is close to perfect: small enough to park anywhere, high

enough to handle any SA road, cheap enough to buy and run, and equipped with the safety technology that

matters in a country with elevated road fatality rates.

City Driving The Ignis is exceptionally effective in South African city conditions. Its 3,700mm body length makes it

shorter than a Polo Vivo by 265mm — parking, lane changes, and navigating tight suburban streets

require less effort and occupy less space than any other crossover in the country. The 180mm ground

clearance absorbs the speed humps and poorly maintained road surfaces that feature on almost every

SA suburban road without the underbody scraping that plagues lower-clearance sedans. At 850kg, the

K12M engine provides adequate performance in city traffic despite its 61kW output — the car does not

feel sluggish in the city. Fuel costs in city driving average 6.0 to 7.5L/100km depending on driving style.

AMT variants reduce driver fatigue in peak-hour traffic compared to the manual — the electronic clutch

automates the most tiring aspect of stop-start commuting.

Highway The Ignis is adequate on national roads but not comfortable for sustained high-speed highway driving. At

120km/h the K12M engine sits at around 3,200rpm — audible and present in the cabin, not as refined as

the Z12E DualJet. Wind noise around the Ignis's tall, narrow body is more noticeable than in

lower-roofline alternatives. For regular Joburg-to-Pretoria or Cape Town suburban highway use, the Ignis

is perfectly functional. For journeys of three hours or more at highway speeds, the Swift or Baleno

produce a more comfortable, quieter experience. The Ignis's highway fuel consumption drops to around

5.0 to 6.0L/100km, which is commendable for the engine's age and specification.
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Off-Road The Ignis's 180mm ground clearance is genuine usable clearance — not a marketing figure padded with

underguard height. The car handles gravel roads, light corrugated surfaces, and mud-free farm tracks

without difficulty. Speed humps at residential speeds never cause contact. The FWD drivetrain limits

capability in deep mud, river crossings, or steep descents — the Ignis is not a 4x4 substitute. But for SA

buyers in peri-urban areas where the road occasionally transitions from tar to gravel, the Ignis handles

that transition confidently where a conventional hatchback would not.

Best For Urban buyers who want SUV road presence and ground clearance at hatchback prices, drivers on the

urban-suburban boundary who encounter gravel roads regularly, safety-conscious buyers seeking AEB

at under R295,000, first-car buyers wanting something distinctive at an affordable price. For the Suzuki

Ignis, the best buyer is someone who can match the vehicle to a known routine instead of shopping only

by advertised price or exterior style.
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04 Variant Comparison Matrix

All 4 variants of the Suzuki Ignis side-by-side. Use this to spot the smallest differences quickly — fuel, power,

gearbox and price all in one view.

SPEC 1.2 GL MT 1.2 GL AMT 1.2 GLX MT 1.2 GLX AMT

Price (ex-showroom) ZAR 237,900 ZAR 258,900 ZAR 269,900 ZAR 293,900

Fuel Type Petrol Petrol Petrol Petrol

Transmission 5-Speed Manual 5-Speed AMT 5-Speed Manual 5-Speed AMT

Trim Level Base Mid Top Flagship

Engine 1197 cc (1.2L) 1197 cc (1.2L) 1197 cc (1.2L) 1197 cc (1.2L)

Max Power 61 kW (82 bhp) 61 kW (82 bhp) 61 kW (82 bhp) 61 kW (82 bhp)

Max Torque 113 Nm (83 lb-ft) 113 Nm (83 lb-ft) 113 Nm (83 lb-ft) 113 Nm (83 lb-ft)

Drivetrain FWD FWD FWD FWD

Fuel Economy 19.6 km/l 18.9 km/l 19.6 km/l 18.9 km/l

Seating 5 5 5 5

Boot Space 260 L 260 L 260 L 260 L

Ground Clearance 180 mm 180 mm 180 mm 180 mm

Kerb Weight 855 kg 855 kg 855 kg 855 kg

→ Compare these variants on hagalu.com (published prices, on-road estimates, source-backed specifications and

buyer guidance)

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/
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05 Suzuki Ignis — 1.2 GL MT ZAR 237,900

ENGINE

1197
cc

POWER

61
kW · 82 bhp

TORQUE

113
Nm · 83 lb-ft

ECONOMY

19.6
km/l

FUEL

Petrol
5-Speed Manual

Base Trim · Petrol · Manual View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.2-litre Naturally Aspirated
Petrol

Engine Code K12M

Fuel Type Petrol Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1197 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Naturally Aspirated

Fuel System Multi-Point Injection Compression Ratio 10.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Final Drive Ratio Not Applicable Gear Shift Type 5-Speed Manual

Gear Shift Indicator Not Applicable Engine Position Transverse Front-Mounted

Gearbox 5-Speed Manual Drivetrain Layout Front Wheel Drive

LSD Available Not Applicable Transfer Case Not Applicable

Differential Lock Not Applicable Paddle Shifters Not Applicable

Transmission Speeds 5 Transfer Case Guard Not Available

DIMENSIONS

Length 3700 mm Width 1690 mm

Height 1595 mm Wheelbase 2435 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Boot/Cargo Space 260 l Kerb Weight 855 kg

Seating Capacity 5 seats Number of Rows 2 rows

Doors 5 doors —

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Auto Start Stop Not Applicable Charging Port Type Not Applicable

Charging Type Not Applicable AdBlue Tank Capacity Not Applicable l

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km
Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km

Emission Standard Euro 5 Electric Consumption Not Applicable

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Highway Mileage 23.1 km/l City Mileage 16.1 km/l

SAFETY

Stability Control Standard Traction Control Standard

Engine Immobiliser Not Available Child Safety Lock Standard

TCS Standard Side Airbags Standard

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-mt
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Seatbelt Reminder Standard — Front
ESC With Traction
Control

Standard

Electronic Stability
Control

Standard Hill Hold Standard

Hill Start Assist Standard
Driver Passenger
Airbags

2

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Wireless Charger 15W Wireless Charging Load Bed Length Not Applicable mm

Load Bed Width Not Applicable mm Climate Control Manual Air Conditioning

Power Windows Standard Keyless Entry Standard

Push Button Start Standard Wireless Charging 15W Wireless Charging

Sunroof Not Available Electric Tailgate Not Available

Automatic Headlamps Halogen Rain Sensing Wipers Not Available

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.2 GL MT full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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06 Suzuki Ignis — 1.2 GL AMT ZAR 258,900

ENGINE

1197
cc

POWER

61
kW · 82 bhp

TORQUE

113
Nm · 83 lb-ft

ECONOMY

18.9
km/l

FUEL

Petrol
5-Speed AMT

Mid Trim · Petrol · Automatic View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.2-litre Naturally Aspirated
Petrol

Engine Code K12M

Fuel Type Petrol Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1197 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Naturally Aspirated

Fuel System Multi-Point Injection Compression Ratio 10.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Final Drive Ratio Not Applicable Gear Shift Type
5-Speed Automated Manual
(AMT)

Gear Shift Indicator Not Applicable Engine Position Transverse Front-Mounted

Gearbox
5-Speed Automated Manual
(AMT)

Drivetrain Layout Front Wheel Drive

LSD Available Not Applicable Transfer Case Not Applicable

Differential Lock Not Applicable Paddle Shifters Not Applicable

Transmission Speeds 5 Transfer Case Guard Not Available

DIMENSIONS

Length 3700 mm Width 1690 mm

Height 1595 mm Wheelbase 2435 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Boot/Cargo Space 260 l Kerb Weight 855 kg

Seating Capacity 5 seats Number of Rows 2 rows

Doors 5 doors —

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Auto Start Stop Not Applicable Charging Port Type Not Applicable

Charging Type Not Applicable AdBlue Tank Capacity Not Applicable l

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km
Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km

Emission Standard Euro 5 Electric Consumption Not Applicable

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Highway Mileage 21.7 km/l City Mileage 15.2 km/l

SAFETY

Stability Control Standard Traction Control Standard

Engine Immobiliser Not Available Child Safety Lock Standard

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-amt
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TCS Standard Side Airbags Standard

Seatbelt Reminder Standard — Front
ESC With Traction
Control

Standard

Electronic Stability
Control

Standard Hill Hold Standard

Hill Start Assist Standard
Driver Passenger
Airbags

2

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Wireless Charger 15W Wireless Charging Load Bed Length Not Applicable mm

Load Bed Width Not Applicable mm Climate Control Manual Air Conditioning

Power Windows Standard Keyless Entry Standard

Push Button Start Standard Wireless Charging 15W Wireless Charging

Sunroof Not Available Electric Tailgate Not Available

Automatic Headlamps Halogen Rain Sensing Wipers Not Available

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.2 GL AMT full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=gl-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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07 Suzuki Ignis — 1.2 GLX MT ZAR 269,900

ENGINE

1197
cc

POWER

61
kW · 82 bhp

TORQUE

113
Nm · 83 lb-ft

ECONOMY

19.6
km/l

FUEL

Petrol
5-Speed Manual

Top Trim · Petrol · Manual View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.2-litre Naturally Aspirated
Petrol

Engine Code K12M

Fuel Type Petrol Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1197 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Naturally Aspirated

Fuel System Multi-Point Injection Compression Ratio 10.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Final Drive Ratio Not Applicable Gear Shift Type 5-Speed Manual

Gear Shift Indicator Not Applicable Engine Position Transverse Front-Mounted

Gearbox 5-Speed Manual Drivetrain Layout Front Wheel Drive

LSD Available Not Applicable Transfer Case Not Applicable

Differential Lock Not Applicable Paddle Shifters Not Applicable

Transmission Speeds 5 Transfer Case Guard Not Available

DIMENSIONS

Length 3700 mm Width 1690 mm

Height 1595 mm Wheelbase 2435 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Boot/Cargo Space 260 l Kerb Weight 855 kg

Seating Capacity 5 seats Number of Rows 2 rows

Doors 5 doors —

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Auto Start Stop Not Applicable Charging Port Type Not Applicable

Charging Type Not Applicable AdBlue Tank Capacity Not Applicable l

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km
Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km

Emission Standard Euro 5 Electric Consumption Not Applicable

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Highway Mileage 23.1 km/l City Mileage 16.1 km/l

SAFETY

Stability Control Standard Traction Control Standard

Engine Immobiliser Not Available Child Safety Lock Standard

TCS Standard Side Airbags Standard

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-mt
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Seatbelt Reminder Standard — Front
ESC With Traction
Control

Standard

Electronic Stability
Control

Standard Hill Hold Standard

Hill Start Assist Standard
Driver Passenger
Airbags

6

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Wireless Charger 15W Wireless Charging Load Bed Length Not Applicable mm

Load Bed Width Not Applicable mm Climate Control Manual Air Conditioning

Power Windows Standard Keyless Entry Standard

Push Button Start Standard Wireless Charging 15W Wireless Charging

Sunroof Not Available Electric Tailgate Not Available

Automatic Headlamps LED Projector Headlights Rain Sensing Wipers Not Available

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.2 GLX MT full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-mt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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08 Suzuki Ignis — 1.2 GLX AMT ZAR 293,900

ENGINE

1197
cc

POWER

61
kW · 82 bhp

TORQUE

113
Nm · 83 lb-ft

ECONOMY

18.9
km/l

FUEL

Petrol
5-Speed AMT

Flagship Trim · Petrol · Automatic View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.2-litre Naturally Aspirated
Petrol

Engine Code K12M

Fuel Type Petrol Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1197 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Naturally Aspirated

Fuel System Multi-Point Injection Compression Ratio 10.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Final Drive Ratio Not Applicable Gear Shift Type
5-Speed Automated Manual
(AMT)

Gear Shift Indicator Not Applicable Engine Position Transverse Front-Mounted

Gearbox
5-Speed Automated Manual
(AMT)

Drivetrain Layout Front Wheel Drive

LSD Available Not Applicable Transfer Case Not Applicable

Differential Lock Not Applicable Paddle Shifters Not Applicable

Transmission Speeds 5 Transfer Case Guard Not Available

DIMENSIONS

Length 3700 mm Width 1690 mm

Height 1595 mm Wheelbase 2435 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Boot/Cargo Space 260 l Kerb Weight 855 kg

Seating Capacity 5 seats Number of Rows 2 rows

Doors 5 doors —

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Auto Start Stop Not Applicable Charging Port Type Not Applicable

Charging Type Not Applicable AdBlue Tank Capacity Not Applicable l

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km
Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km

Emission Standard Euro 5 Electric Consumption Not Applicable

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Fuel Tank Capacity 32 l

Highway Mileage 21.7 km/l City Mileage 15.2 km/l

SAFETY

Stability Control Standard Traction Control Standard

Engine Immobiliser Not Available Child Safety Lock Standard

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-amt


Suzuki  Ignis  —  South Africa Brochure hagalu.com

© 2026 Hagalu Automotive Research  •  https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/ Page 14

TCS Standard Side Airbags Standard

Seatbelt Reminder Standard — Front
ESC With Traction
Control

Standard

Electronic Stability
Control

Standard Hill Hold Standard

Hill Start Assist Standard
Driver Passenger
Airbags

6

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Wireless Charger 15W Wireless Charging Load Bed Length Not Applicable mm

Load Bed Width Not Applicable mm Climate Control Manual Air Conditioning

Power Windows Standard Keyless Entry Standard

Push Button Start Standard Wireless Charging 15W Wireless Charging

Sunroof Not Available Electric Tailgate Not Available

Automatic Headlamps LED Projector Headlights Rain Sensing Wipers Not Available

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.2 GLX AMT full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/suzuki/ignis/?variant=glx-amt
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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09 Explore More on Hagalu

Jump to each variant's price and specification record

→ 1.2 GL MT — ZAR 237,900

→ 1.2 GL AMT — ZAR 258,900

→ 1.2 GLX MT — ZAR 269,900

→ 1.2 GLX AMT — ZAR 293,900

→
Live Prices & On-Road Costs — Suzuki Ignis → Open
Latest ex-showroom and city-wise on-road prices in South Africa.

→
Side-by-Side Comparison → Open
Compare Suzuki Ignis vs any rival model.

→
Browse All Suzuki Models → Open
Explore the full Suzuki lineup in South Africa.

→
Buyer's Guides — Finance, Pricing & New Launches → Open
In-depth SA guides: car finance, monthly EMI math, upcoming launches.

→
Hagalu.com — Africa's Car Research Platform → Open
Independent prices, specs and reviews for South Africa and beyond.
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notice. On-road price estimates include typical registration, licence and insurance costs. Specifications are sourced from manufacturer data and may
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