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01 Overview & Quick Facts

Kia relaunched the Carens in South Africa in May 2026 as

a seven-seat family vehicle with four locally named

grades: LS manual, then LX, EX and SX automatics.

Every derivative uses the same 1,493 cc common-rail

turbodiesel, producing 85 kW at 4,000 rpm and 250 Nm

from 1,500-2,750 rpm. The manual has an official 5.0

L/100 km combined figure; all three automatics publish 5.3

L/100 km. That common mechanical package makes the

buying decision mainly about transmission and equipment,

not performance. The 4,550 mm body and 2,780 mm

wheelbase provide three seating rows, while the sliding

and reclining second row makes access to row three

easier. Kia publishes 216 litres of luggage space with

every row in use on the identical current body. That

remains modest for seven people's holiday luggage, but

folding the split third row changes the Carens into a much

more useful five-seat carrier. A 45-litre tank and the official

consumption figures also suit high-mileage family use. LS

is the price-led manual and uses 16-inch styled wheels. LX

changes to the six-speed automatic, 17-inch alloys, cruise

control…

Body Style Five-door, seven-seat
MPV/crossover

Launched 2026

Generation Current fourth-generation KY
facelift, South African retail
launch May 2026.

Fuel Types Diesel

Colours Glacier White Pearl, Ivory
Silver Gloss, Gravity Gray,
Metallic Sparkling Silver

OEM Website https://www.kia.co.za/new-ca
rs/carens

02 Variant Pricing & On-Road Costs

Ex-Showroom Starting Price ZAR 399,995 – 599,995 4 Listed Variants

Variant Fuel Transmission Trim Ex-Showroom

1.5D LS Manual Diesel Manual Base ZAR 399,995

1.5D LX Auto Diesel Automatic Mid ZAR 459,995

1.5D EX Auto Diesel Automatic Top ZAR 499,995

1.5D SX Auto Diesel Automatic Flagship ZAR 599,995

Estimated On-Road Price — 1.5D LS Manual (Base Variant)

Johannesburg ZAR 415,794

Cape Town ZAR 418,294

Durban ZAR 413,894

Pretoria ZAR 414,844

* On-road prices are estimates including registration, road tax and insurance.
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03 Pros, Cons & Buyer Summary

● STRENGTHS

✓ Official combined consumption is 5.0 L/100 km on LS

and 5.3 L/100 km on the three…

✓ All four derivatives provide seven seats, six airbags,

rear air conditioning, rear…

✓ The range covers an affordable manual, three

automatics and a safety-focused flagship…

● CONSIDERATIONS

✗ The 216-litre luggage compartment with every seat

raised requires careful packing for…

✗ Advanced driver assistance is concentrated in SX

rather than standardised across the…

✗ The three-year/45,000 km service plan is shorter than

the likely ownership period of many…

Hagalu Editorial Verdict

|
"A properly current seven-seat diesel choice whose strongest qualities are economy,
flexible seating and a clear four-grade ladder."

Choose LS for the lowest price and best official economy, LX for an automatic without luxury pricing, EX for

cabin convenience, or SX for the full safety and technology package. The range is easy to understand when

price, transmission and equipment are compared side by side. The common engine removes mechanical

guesswork, while the four grades let buyers stop at the level that meets their real needs. That clarity is a

strength, provided nobody assumes SX-only assistance is standard on every Carens.

City Driving Compact enough for family errands, with rear sensors and a reversing camera on every trim. LX and

above add an automatic gearbox; EX and SX add front sensors, while SX has surround-view assistance.

For school runs, the sliding second row and rear air conditioning matter every day. Test child-seat

access with the second row in the position normally used, and remember that occupied child restraints

can make third-row entry less convenient. The reversing camera and rear sensors are range-wide; front

sensors begin on EX, and SX's surround-view system is the strongest aid in tight spaces.

Highway The 250 Nm diesel and official 5.0-5.3 L/100 km combined claims suit long-distance use. With seven

occupants, luggage planning matters because all-rows-up cargo space is 216 litres. Before a long trip,

count passenger mass and luggage against the exact derivative payload rather than assuming seven

seats mean seven adults plus unlimited bags. The 45-litre tank and combined claim imply useful range,

but a safe plan allows for traffic, headwinds, gradients and reserve. Braked-trailer limits are modest and

must be read with GVM and tow-ball loading.

Off-Road This is a front-wheel-drive family vehicle with 180 mm unladen clearance, not a low-range or wading

vehicle. Gravel access roads should be approached with normal passenger-car restraint. Kia publishes

no four-wheel-drive system, low range, terrain programme or wading depth for this model. The practical

interpretation is simple: use the 180 mm clearance for normal ramps and maintained gravel access, keep

speed low on broken surfaces, and do not turn a family-car ground-clearance figure into an off-road

promise.

Best For Families needing seven seats and low diesel running costs; high-mileage school-run or intercity users;

buyers who will select the exact trim for their required safety and comfort equipment. A careful buyer will

compare how often all seven seats are occupied, whether an automatic is essential, which

driver-assistance features are non-negotiable and how much luggage travels with the family. LS rewards

budget and manual-gearbox acceptance; LX is the straightforward automatic; EX focuses on comfort; SX

is for buyers who will use its broader safety and technology package.
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04 Variant Comparison Matrix

All 4 variants of the KIA Carens side-by-side. Use this to spot the smallest differences quickly — fuel, power,

gearbox and price all in one view.

SPEC 1.5D LS Manual 1.5D LX Auto 1.5D EX Auto 1.5D SX Auto

Price (ex-showroom) ZAR 399,995 ZAR 459,995 ZAR 499,995 ZAR 599,995

Fuel Type Diesel Diesel Diesel Diesel

Transmission 6-Speed Manual 6-Speed Automatic 6-Speed Automatic 6-Speed Automatic

Trim Level Base Mid Top Flagship

Engine 1493 cc (1.5L) 1493 cc (1.5L) 1493 cc (1.5L) 1493 cc (1.5L)

Max Power 85 kW (114 bhp) 85 kW (114 bhp) 85 kW (114 bhp) 85 kW (114 bhp)

Max Torque 250 Nm (184 lb-ft) 250 Nm (184 lb-ft) 250 Nm (184 lb-ft) 250 Nm (184 lb-ft)

Drivetrain FWD FWD FWD FWD

Fuel Economy 20.0 km/l 18.9 km/l 18.9 km/l 18.9 km/l

Seating 7 7 7 7

Boot Space 216 L 216 L 216 L 216 L

Ground Clearance 180 mm 180 mm 180 mm 180 mm

Kerb Weight 1462 kg 1488 kg 1488 kg 1488 kg

→ Compare these variants on hagalu.com (published prices, on-road estimates, source-backed specifications and

buyer guidance)

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ls-manual/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/lx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ex-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/sx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/
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05 KIA Carens — 1.5D LS Manual ZAR 399,995

ENGINE

1493
cc

POWER

85
kW · 114 bhp

TORQUE

250
Nm · 184 lb-ft

ECONOMY

20.0
km/l

FUEL

Diesel
6-Speed Manual

Base Trim · Diesel · Manual View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.5-litre Turbocharged
Diesel

Engine Code D4FA

Fuel Type Diesel Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1493 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Turbocharged

Fuel System
Common Rail Direct
Injection

Compression Ratio 16.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Drivetrain Layout FWD Final Drive Ratio 3.73

Paddle Shifters No Clutch Type Single Dry Disc

Gear Shift Indicator Yes Gear Shift Type Manual

Engine Position Front Transverse Number of Gears 6

Gearbox 6-Speed Manual Transmission Type Manual Transmission

Rear Differential Lock Not Applicable Front Differential Lock Not Applicable

DIMENSIONS

Length 4550 mm Width 1800 mm

Height 1734 mm Wheelbase 2780 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm
Ground Clearance
(With Full Seating
Load)

175 mm

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Boot/Cargo Space 216 l

Kerb Weight 1462 kg
Gross Vehicle Weight
(GVW)

2020 kg

Payload Capacity 558 kg Towing Capacity 780 kg

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Charging Type Not Applicable
Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable

Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km
Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Highway Mileage 23.4 km/l

Real-world Mileage 6.6 km/l Charging Port Type Not Applicable

Electric Consumption Not Applicable Low Fuel Warning Yes

Emission Standard Euro 6 Auto Start Stop Yes

SAFETY

Whiplash Protection Yes Tyre Pressure Monitor Yes

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ls-manual/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ls-manual/


KIA  Carens  —  South Africa Brochure hagalu.com

© 2026 Hagalu Automotive Research  •  https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/ Page 7

ABS EBD Yes
ESC With Traction
Control

Yes

Anti Theft Alarm Yes Driver Airbag Yes

Passenger Airbag Yes Side Airbags Yes

Curtain Airbags Yes Side Impact Beams Yes

Seatbelt Pretensioners Yes Seatbelt Reminder Yes

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Electric Mirror Folding No Rev Matching No

Performance Data
Logger

No Engine Start Stop Yes

Engine Start Stop
Button

No
Engine Start Button
Illumination

No

Engine Check Warning Yes Drag Coefficient 0.34

Roof Load 50 kg
Boot Space Seats
Folded

1660 l

Stabilizer Bar Yes Steering Response Normal

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.5D LS Manual full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ls-manual/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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06 KIA Carens — 1.5D LX Auto ZAR 459,995

ENGINE

1493
cc

POWER

85
kW · 114 bhp

TORQUE

250
Nm · 184 lb-ft

ECONOMY

18.9
km/l

FUEL

Diesel
6-Speed Automatic

Mid Trim · Diesel · Automatic View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.5-litre Turbocharged
Diesel

Engine Code D4FA

Fuel Type Diesel Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1493 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Turbocharged

Fuel System
Common Rail Direct
Injection

Compression Ratio 16.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Low Range Not Applicable Low Range Ratio Not Applicable

Front Differential Lock Not Applicable Rear Differential Lock Not Applicable

Automatic Shift
Paddles

Yes Drivetrain Layout FWD

Gear Shift Indicator No Axle Layout FWD

Gear Shift Type Automatic Differential Type Rear Not Available

Number of Gears 6 Transmission Speeds 6

DIMENSIONS

Length 4550 mm Width 1800 mm

Height 1734 mm Wheelbase 2780 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm
Ground Clearance
(With Full Seating
Load)

175 mm

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Boot/Cargo Space 216 l

Kerb Weight 1488 kg
Gross Vehicle Weight
(GVW)

2050 kg

Payload Capacity 562 kg Towing Capacity 750 kg

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

AdBlue Tank Capacity No l Low Fuel Warning Yes

Charging Type Not Applicable Auto Start Stop Yes

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km Emission Standard Euro 6

Fuel Tank Litres 45 Highway Mileage 22.1 km/l

City Mileage 15.3 km/l
Range Real World
Highway

Not Applicable km

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Real-world Mileage 6.6 km/l

SAFETY

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/lx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/lx-auto/
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ABS Yes EBD Yes

Brake Assist Yes
Electronic Stability
Control

Yes

Stability Control Yes TCS Yes

Traction Control Yes Hill Hold Yes

Hill Start Assist Yes ABS EBD Yes

Hill Descent Control Not Available
ESC With Traction
Control

Yes

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Bed Extender Not Available Source Model Column carens

Intelligent Battery
System

Not Available Reading Lights Rear Yes

Front Diff Lock Not Available Rear Diff Lock Not Available

Vanity Mirror
Illuminated

Yes Rearview Mirror Inside No

Front Wipers Type Yes Front Wiper Yes

Rear LED Combination
Taillights

Yes
Walk Away Auto Door
Lock

Yes

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.5D LX Auto full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/lx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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07 KIA Carens — 1.5D EX Auto ZAR 499,995

ENGINE

1493
cc

POWER

85
kW · 114 bhp

TORQUE

250
Nm · 184 lb-ft

ECONOMY

18.9
km/l

FUEL

Diesel
6-Speed Automatic

Top Trim · Diesel · Automatic View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.5-litre Turbocharged
Diesel

Engine Code D4FA

Fuel Type Diesel Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1493 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Turbocharged

Fuel System
Common Rail Direct
Injection

Compression Ratio 16.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

4WD Lo Range Not Applicable 4WD Hi Range Not Applicable

4WD Engagement Not Applicable Engine Position Front Transverse

Steering Turns Lock to
Lock

15.1:1 Gearbox 6-Speed Automatic

Automatic Shift
Paddles

Yes Axle Layout FWD

Transmission Speeds 6 4WD Selector Not Applicable

Differential Type Front Not Available Differential Type Rear Not Available

DIMENSIONS

Length 4550 mm Width 1800 mm

Height 1734 mm Wheelbase 2780 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm
Ground Clearance
(With Full Seating
Load)

175 mm

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Boot/Cargo Space 216 l

Kerb Weight 1488 kg
Gross Vehicle Weight
(GVW)

2050 kg

Payload Capacity 562 kg Towing Capacity 750 kg

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Combined Driving
Range

Not Applicable Claimed Mileage 18.9 km/l

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Real-world Mileage 6.6 km/l

Charging Port Type Not Applicable
Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km

Electric Consumption Not Applicable Charging Type Not Applicable

Emission Standard Euro 6 Auto Start Stop Yes

Fuel Tank Litres 45 Low Fuel Warning Yes

SAFETY

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ex-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ex-auto/
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Anti Theft Alarm Yes
Driver Passenger
Airbags

6

Driver Front Passenger
Airbags

6 Brake Override System Yes

Rear Cross Traffic
Alert

No Tyre Pressure Monitor Yes

AEB No Knee Airbag No

Driver Airbag Yes Passenger Airbag Yes

Side Airbags Yes Curtain Airbags Yes

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Source Model Column carens Vdc Yes

Intelligent Battery
System

Not Available TPMS Yes

Side Steps No Skid Plates No

Sonar Yes Automatic High Beam Yes

Steering Column
Adjustment

Tilt and Telescopic Tilt Steering Tilt and Telescopic

Telescopic Steering Tilt and Telescopic Bottle Holders 4

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.5D EX Auto full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/ex-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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08 KIA Carens — 1.5D SX Auto ZAR 599,995

ENGINE

1493
cc

POWER

85
kW · 114 bhp

TORQUE

250
Nm · 184 lb-ft

ECONOMY

18.9
km/l

FUEL

Diesel
6-Speed Automatic

Flagship Trim · Diesel · Automatic View live price & EMI →

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

Engine
1.5-litre Turbocharged
Diesel

Engine Code D4FA

Fuel Type Diesel Hybrid System Not Applicable

Engine Displacement 1493 cc Cylinders 4

Cylinder Layout Inline Valves 16

Valves per Cylinder 4 Aspiration Turbocharged

Fuel System
Common Rail Direct
Injection

Compression Ratio 16.0:1

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Axle Layout FWD 4WD Engagement Not Applicable

4WD Hi Range Not Applicable 4WD Lo Range Not Applicable

Transfer Case Not Applicable Transfer Case Guard Not Available

Low Range Not Applicable Low Range Ratio Not Applicable

Front Differential Lock Not Applicable Rear Differential Lock Not Applicable

Engine Position Front Transverse Paddle Shifters Yes

DIMENSIONS

Length 4550 mm Width 1800 mm

Height 1734 mm Wheelbase 2780 mm

Ground Clearance
(Default)

180 mm
Ground Clearance
(With Full Seating
Load)

175 mm

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Boot/Cargo Space 216 l

Kerb Weight 1488 kg
Gross Vehicle Weight
(GVW)

2050 kg

Payload Capacity 562 kg Towing Capacity 750 kg

MILEAGE & EFFICIENCY

Fuel Tank Litres 45 Low Fuel Warning Yes

Charging Port Type Not Applicable City Mileage 15.3 km/l

AdBlue Tank Capacity No l Claimed Mileage 18.9 km/l

Range Real World
Mixed

Not Applicable km Electric Consumption Not Applicable

Auto Start Stop Yes Highway Mileage 22.1 km/l

Fuel Tank Capacity 45 l Real-world Mileage 6.6 km/l

SAFETY

EBD Yes Lane Change Warning Yes

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/sx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/sx-auto/
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Blind Spot Monitoring Yes
Rear Cross Traffic
Alert

Yes

Fatigue Detection Yes Speed Alert System Yes

Anti Theft Alarm Yes
ESC With Traction
Control

Yes

ABS EBD Yes
Pedestrian Detection
AEB

Yes

Child Safety Lock Yes Safety Rating 5

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE

Unlocking Yes Vehicle To Grid Not Available

Vehicle To Load Not Available One Pedal Driving Not Available

Regenerative Braking
Levels

Not Available Rear Electric Motor Not Available

Battery
Preconditioning

Not Available Sport Plus Mode Not Available

Load Bed Cover Not Available Tailgate Lock Not Available

Sports Bar Not Available Canopy Fitment Not Available

+ 13 more spec categories (Infotainment & Connectivity, Interior, Exterior, Driver Assistance, …) available on the live model page.

→ See 1.5D SX Auto full specs and lifecycle details in South Africa Compare with rivals →

https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/kia/carens/variants/sx-auto/
https://www.hagalu.com/south-africa/compare/
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09 Explore More on Hagalu

Jump to each variant's price and specification record

→ 1.5D LS Manual — ZAR 399,995

→ 1.5D LX Auto — ZAR 459,995

→ 1.5D EX Auto — ZAR 499,995

→ 1.5D SX Auto — ZAR 599,995

→
Live Prices & On-Road Costs — KIA Carens → Open
Latest ex-showroom and city-wise on-road prices in South Africa.

→
Side-by-Side Comparison → Open
Compare KIA Carens vs any rival model.

→
Browse All KIA Models → Open
Explore the full KIA lineup in South Africa.

→
Buyer's Guides — Finance, Pricing & New Launches → Open
In-depth SA guides: car finance, monthly EMI math, upcoming launches.

→
Hagalu.com — Africa's Car Research Platform → Open
Independent prices, specs and reviews for South Africa and beyond.

This brochure was generated on 11 September 2026 by Hagalu Automotive Research. All prices shown are ex-showroom and subject to change

without notice. On-road price estimates include typical registration, licence and insurance costs. Specifications are sourced from manufacturer data

and may vary by market. Hagalu is an independent platform not affiliated with any automotive manufacturer.
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